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a Brett G. Kappel 
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Re: MUR 6270 
Ron Pad 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

This response is submitted on behdf of Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX) ("Rep. Pad") in response 

to a compldnt filed liy Johnathan C. Gay with regard to five e-mdls that the Coinmittee to Re-

Elect Ron Pad f tfae Commitiee to Re-Eled̂ ') sent to members of ito emdl list that dther 

endorse Rep. Paul's son. Rand Pad, as a candidato fiir the U.S. Senate fiom Kentucky or thd 

aolidt contributions to Rand Pad's prindpd campdgn committee. Rand Paul fbr U.S. Senate 

(the "Rand Pad campaign''). It is difficdt to detennine fiom Mr. Gay's incoherent complaint 

exacdy how he bdieves that Rqi. Pad violaled the Federd Election Cenipdgn Act C'FECA'O or 

Federd Election Commission CFEC) regdations or why Rep. Pad has even been named a 

respondent in dus inatter. The compldnt dleges fhd the Rand Pad canqpdgn violated 11 CF.R. 

§ 109.21 by fiuling to report coordmated commumcations made by the Committee to Re-Elect 

Complamt at f 7. The compldnt makes no spedfic dlegation agdnst Rep. Pad, but merdy 

specdates thd he may have sent die five e-mdls Mr. Gay contends were illegdly coordmated 
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widi the Rand Pad campdgn. Id. The implication that Rep. Paul in any way violded 11 C.F.R. 

f 109.21 only demonstrates that Mr. Gay fdled to gdn even a minimd understanduig of FECA 

and FEC regdations befiire filing this compldnt. 
tfl 

(0 There are two major flaws in Mr. Gay's dlegation agdnst Rep. Pad. First he assumes 

^ (hd the five e-mdls he finds so objectionable were persondly sent by Rep. Paul. Even a cursory 

^ review ofthe e-mdls, however, shows thd they were distaibuted by the Committee to Re-Elect 
Q 

and not by Rep. Pad persondly. While the e-mdls appear to be fixim "Congressman Ron Paul," 
r i 

the e-mdl addreas ftom whidi tfaey were sent - uDdates08<ateonDaulfi)rcongresg.com - is an e-

mdl account bdongmg to tfae Committee to Re-Elect dut is used to send out press rdeases and 

odier routme information. The second major fiaw in Mr. Gay's dlegation is that, even if Rep. 

Pad had persondly sent out these five e-mails, such public communications are qiedficdly 

exempted fiom the defimtion of coordmated commumcations under 11 CF.R. § 109.21. 

Mr. Gay duwld have read dl dto way duougih 11 C.F.R. § 109.21 befiire he filed diis 

complaint. Had he done so, he wodd have discovered thd the Commisdon created a safe haibor 

fisr endorsemento and solidtations by one Federd candidato on bdudf of another Federd 

candidate 11 CFJL § 109.21(g). Spedficdly, 11 C.F.R. 109.21(gXl) provides dut, "A public 

commumcation in wfaich a candidato fiir Federd offioe endoises anodier candidate fiir Federd 

office... ia itot a coonlinaled commumcation widi reqiect to tfae endorstog Federd candidate" 

imleaa the communication promotea, suppofta, attacks or opposes the endoraing om̂ idatft or 

anodier candidate in dto same race as the endoraing candidate. Sunilarly, 11 C.F.R. § 
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10921(gX2) provides that, "A public commimication in which a candidate fbr Federd office 

soiidto funds for another candidde for Federal office... is not a coordiiuted conununication 

with respect to the soiidting Federd candidaie" udess the communication promotes, supports, 

^ fltttacks or opposes tfae soiidting candidate or anodier candidate in die same race as dto soliciting 

(Jl) candidate, 
fsl 

^ At tfae tune that tfae five e-maila spedfied m Mr. Gay's compldm were sent out. Rep. 
G 

^ Pad was a candidate fbr re-dection to tfae aedfae cunentiy holds in tfae House of 

Rqnesenlatives. 11 C.F.R. § 100.3(b). Accordingly, all of tfae e-maila that Mr. Gay compldns 

about are public commumcations in which one Federd candidato endorses or soiidto funds fiir 

another Federd candidate and are, dmefine, exempt fiom fhe defidtion ofa coordinated 

communication under 11 C.F.R. § 109.21. 

For the reeaona aet fiaitfa diove, tfae Commiaaion diodd activate tfaia caae and promptiy 

determine dut tfaere ia no reaaon to bdieve dut Rqi. Pad committed any violation of 11 C J'.R. 

§ 109.21. 

Sincerdy, 

Brett O.Kappd 

Counsd fiir Ron Pad 


